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Tips for applying for a RCC scholarship
1 OPEN DATES AND GENERAL INFORMATION
The RCC Scholarship application for the 2021-2022 academic year is open October 1 to February 19 at:
www.rappahannock.edu/scholarships.
Students only need to complete one online application to be considered for over 100 different
scholarships at RCC totaling about $400,000.
The scholarships can be combined with federal and state financial aid or used alone to cover the cost of
RCC tuition and fees. The average scholarship amount is $1561, which represents approximately 30% of
full-time cost of tuition and fees at RCC for the 2021-2022 school year.
A committee blind reviews and scores each application and selects recipients for the awards in March.
By mid-April, students will be notified of the committee's decision via their RCC email account. This
email account is created automatically when students apply to the college. To get help logging in to this
account, students should email rcchelp@rappahannock.edu.
Many, but not all, of the RCC scholarships are need-based. Even if you do not think you will qualify for a
need based scholarship, it is still recommended that you complete a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid) to help match you with all the scholarships for which you may be eligible. You may
complete a FAFSA at https://fafsa.ed.gov/, using the RCC School Code 009160, to ensure that we receive
your application.

2 H0WTOAPPLY
The online application is available at: www.rappahannock.edu/scholarships. Students will have their
own log-in username and password to access the application, which is the same as their "myRCC"
username and password. Students can get a "myRCC" username and password by completing the
online admission form to RCC at: www.rappahannock.edu/admissions. The username and password will
automatically be assigned to the student and sent to their newly created RCC email student address.

What to do if a student already has a "myRCC" username and password, but does not remember their
login information.
•

•

For students still in high school, but also taking RCC courses, please contact Hutt Williams, RCC
Dual Enrollment Advisor and Recruiter at: hwilliams@rappahanock.edu or 804-333-6744.
All other students may contact the technology helpdesk.

3 QUESTIONS ON THE APPLICATION
The application can be saved in draft form and edited before submitting the final application.
The student's official record in the RCC Student Information System (SIS) (contact information, past
enrollment, FAFSA score) is automatically attached to the student's scholarship application. Students
should login into "myRCC" and review the information in their official SIS record to ensure that it is up-to
date.
A recommendation is required for the application. Through the online application, students will send an
email request to the recommender with a link to complete and submit the on line recommendation form
directly to the RCC Educational Foundation. Have the email address of the person to complete a
recommendation.
The application includes these questions that are scored by the selection committee. There is no word
limit, however the application indicates if it is a "short answer" question or an "essay" question. You can
draft the answers in a Word document and copy and paste them into the online application OR type the
answers directly into the online application.
1) Why do you want a college education? {Short answer- tip: short answers still need
complete sentences)
2) What do you want to do when you finish at RCC? What is your ultimate goal? (Short
answer- tip: short answers still need complete sentences)
3) From a financial standpoint, explain what impact receiving this scholarship would
have on you achieving your goals? (Essay)
4) Many of RCC's scholarships require that the recipient possess good citizenship
qualities. How do you demonstrate good citizenship? (Essay)
5) Several of RCC's scholarships require that the recipient possess leadership qualities.
Describe a situation where you had to show leadership (Essay)

4 FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Beth Robins, Scholarship Specialist, brobins@rappahannock.eduor 804-333-6708.

10 Tips for Writing Effective Scholarship Essays:
1. Read the instructions and make sure you understand them before you start vvriting.
2. Think about what you are going to write and organize your thoughts before you start
writing.
3. Begin the writing process by writing an outline.
4. Make sure your outline touches on every aspect required per the instructions.
5. Write your essay by elaborating on each of the points in your outline.
6. Use clear, concise and simple language throughout the essay.
7. State your accomplishments without coming across as if you are bragging.
8. Make sure your grammar and spelling are impeccable.
9. Read the question again and then read your essay to be certain that the essay
addresses every point.
10. Have someone with strong writing and editing skills proofread the essay before you
submit it.
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5 Tips for Completing the RCC Scholarship Application:
1. Have your new 2021-2022 FAFSA completed before the scholarship deadline. Some
scholarships may require financial information and this is an easy way for RCC to
gather this information to make a decision.
2. Answer each question as if it was a separate essay. You may have to repeat
information that was previously provided in other answers.
3. Be honest and be truthful in your answers! If the question asks about your current
financial situation, you can feel comfortable to share your current situation. Your
answers will not be shared with others outside of the decision-making committee. But
it is helpful if the committee has a good understanding of your situation so that good
decisions can be made.
4. Do not wait till the last minute to submit your application. Part of the application
requires that you submit letters of recommendations, and although this is done
electronically, you want to give your responders enough time to submit on their end to
complete your application BEFORE the due date!
5. Check ... double check ... triple check your work! Review for misspellings, poor
grammar, etc! I know this was mentioned above but it worth mentioning again!

